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of their own party be never so great, they will never yield
nor give back while any of their party stand".

While they were among the English they wore good
clothes, and took delight in being neatly and tightly clad;
but when they returned home they doffed their European
clothing and reduced themselves quickly to a comfortable
nakedness, with at most a waist-sash of calico or bark cloth,
Though so friendly and subservient in disposition, how-
ever, they were sensitive, touchy on some points, and very
proud of their skill as fishermen. They would refuse any
participation of the English sailors in their harpooning, and
always went to their sport in their own little canoes, which
a European could not enter without danger of capsizing.
If any white man insisted on meddling with their canoes,
or advising them too much what to do, they turned sulky
and refused to budge from the ships or the shore, even
though they could see shoals of fish or turtle. If com-
pelled to go after them, they would purposely strike their
harpoons and turtle irons aside, or so glance them as to
kill nothing.

According to Dampier they had originally no form of
government in their own land, but came latterly to acknow-
ledge the King of England for their sovereign. They
certainly learnt English to a considerable extent. For a
century and a half they considered the Governor of Jamaica
" to be one of the greatest princes in the world ", and their
principal lawgiver. When in course of time they selected
chiefs who became local "kings", these kings received
their investiture from British officers representing the King
of Great Britain. For a century and a half we enabled
them to resist Spanish aggression, and they, in their turn,
assisted our adventurous seamen and merchants not only
to open up a great trade along the forbidden Atlantic